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1
TIRE TEMPERATURE CONTROL DEVICE

This is a 371 national phase application of PCT/JP2010/
066835 filed 28 Sep. 2010, the entire content of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a tire temperature control
device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Conventionally, a technique that improves running perfor-
mance of a vehicle has been proposed. Patent Literature 1
discloses a technique of a tire air pressure control device. The
tire air pressure control device preliminarily performs a pre-
dictive control of tire pressure so as to obtain the maximum
cornering force corresponding to a predicted load movement
amount.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. H04-085118

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem

There is a room for improvement in running performance
of the vehicle.

An object of the present invention is to provide a tire
temperature control device that improves running perfor-
mance of a vehicle.

Solution to Problem

A tire temperature control device according to the present
invention includes a temperature control means configured to
control a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire tempera-
ture of a rear wheel based on any two of a temperature char-
acteristic of the tire related to maneuverability of a vehicle, a
temperature characteristic of a tire related to fuel economy of
the vehicle, a temperature characteristic of the tire related to
a friction coefficient, and a temperature difference between
the tire temperature of the front wheel and the tire temperature
of the rear wheel of a vehicle.

In the tire temperature control device, it is preferable that
the temperature control means is configured to make the tire
temperature of the rear wheel less than the tire temperature of
the front wheel, in a case where a first predetermined tem-
perature that is based on a temperature characteristic of the
tire related to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a
second predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to fuel economy of the
vehicle, the temperature control means makes the tire tem-
perature of the front wheel to be the first predetermined tem-
perature and also makes the tire temperature of the rear wheel
to be the second predetermined temperature or a temperature
lower than the first predetermined temperature by a predeter-
mined temperature difference, and in a case where the first
predetermined temperature is equal to or less than the second
predetermined temperature, the temperature control means
makes the tire temperature of the front wheel to be the first
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2

predetermined temperature, and also makes the tire tempera-
ture of the rear wheel to be the temperature lower than the first
predetermined temperature by the predetermined tempera-
ture difference.

In the tire temperature control device, it is preferable that
the temperature control means is configured to make the tire
temperature of the rear wheel less than the tire temperature of
the front wheel, in a case where a first predetermined tem-
perature that is based on a temperature characteristic of the
tire related to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a
third predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a friction coefficient,
the temperature control means makes the tire temperature of
the front wheel to be the third predetermined temperature and
also makes the tire temperature of the rear wheel to be a
temperature lower than the third predetermined temperature
by a predetermined temperature difference, and in a case
where the first predetermined temperature is equal to or less
than the third predetermined temperature, the temperature
control means makes the tire temperature of the front wheel to
be the first predetermined temperature and also makes the tire
temperature of the rear wheel to be the temperature lower than
the first predetermined temperature by the predetermined
temperature difference.

Inthetire temperature control device, it is preferable that in
a case where a first predetermined temperature that is based
on a temperature characteristic of the tire related to maneu-
verability of the vehicle is higher than a third predetermined
temperature that is based on a temperature characteristic of
the tire related to a friction coefficient, the temperature con-
trol means makes the tire temperatures of the front wheel and
the rear wheel to be the third predetermined temperature, and
in a case where the first predetermined temperature is equal to
or less than the third predetermined temperature, the tempera-
ture control means makes the tire temperatures of the front
wheel and the rear wheel to be the first predetermined tem-
perature.

Inthetire temperature control device, it is preferable that in
a case where a first predetermined temperature that is based
on a temperature characteristic of the tire related to maneu-
verability of the vehicle is higher than a second predeter-
mined temperature that is based on a temperature character-
istic of the tire related to fuel economy of the vehicle, the
temperature control means makes the tire temperatures of the
front wheel and the rear wheel to be the second predetermined
temperature, and in a case where the first predetermined
temperature is equal to or less than the second predetermined
temperature, the temperature control means makes the tire
temperature of the front wheel to be the first predetermined
temperature and also makes the tire temperature of the rear
wheel to be the second predetermined temperature.

Inthetire temperature control device, it is preferable that in
a case where a second predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related to fuel
economy of the vehicle is higher than a third predetermined
temperature that is based on a temperature characteristic of
the tire related to a friction coefficient, the temperature con-
trol means makes the tire temperature of the front wheel to be
the second predetermined temperature or the third predeter-
mined temperature, and also makes the tire temperature of the
rear wheel to be the second predetermined temperature, in a
case where the second predetermined temperature approxi-
mates the third predetermined temperature, the temperature
control means makes the tire temperatures of the front wheel
and the rear wheel to be the second predetermined tempera-
ture, and in a case where the second predetermined tempera-
ture is lower than the third predetermined temperature, the
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temperature control means makes the tire temperatures of the
front wheel and the rear wheel to be the third predetermined
temperature.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The tire temperature control device according to the
present invention controls a tire temperature of a front wheel
and a tire temperature of a rear wheel based on any two of a
temperature characteristic of the tire related to maneuverabil-
ity of a vehicle, a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to fuel economy of the vehicle, a temperature characteristic of
the tire related to a friction coefficient, and a temperature
difference between the tire temperature of the front wheel and
the tire temperature of the rear wheel of a vehicle. The tire
temperature control device according to the present invention
improves running performance of the vehicle as an advanta-
geous effect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a schematic configuration
of'a vehicle where a tire temperature control device according
to the embodiment is mounted.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a relationship between a tire
temperature and a normalized CP.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating a relationship between tire
temperature and normalized SAP.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a first modification.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a change in normalized CP
according to the first modification.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the first modification.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a second modification.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the second modification.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a third modification.

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the third modification.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
temperature difference between front and rear tires and a
stability factor.

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a first modification.

FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the first modification.

FIG. 18 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a second modification.

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to the second modification.

FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a third modification.

FIG. 21 is a graph illustrating effects of the tire temperature
control according to the third modification.

FIG. 22 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire tem-
perature control according to a third embodiment.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

FIG. 23 is a graph illustrating a correspondence relation-
ship between a tire temperature and a rolling resistance coef-
ficient.

FIG. 24 is a graph illustrating a correspondence relation-
ship between a tire temperature and a friction coefficient.

FIG. 25 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a first pattern according to a fourth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 26 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a third pattern according to the fourth
embodiment.

FIG. 27 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a first pattern according to a fifth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 28 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a second pattern according to the fifth
embodiment.

FIG. 29 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a first pattern according to a sixth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 30 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a second pattern according to the sixth
embodiment.

FIG. 31 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a first pattern according to a seventh embodi-
ment.

FIG. 32 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a second pattern according to the seventh
embodiment.

FIG. 33 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a first pattern according to an eighth embodi-
ment.

FIG. 34 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of a second pattern according to the eighth
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, a description will be given of a tire tempera-
ture control device according to an embodiment of the present
invention in detail by referring to the accompanying draw-
ings. This embodiment does not limit the invention. The
constituent elements described below include various modi-
fications that will readily occur to those skilled in the art,
modifications substantially similar thereto, or what is called
equivalent range thereof.

First Embodiment

A first embodiment will be described by referring to FIG. 1
to FIG. 5. This embodiment relates to a tire temperature
control device. FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating operations of
a tire temperature control according to this embodiment.

This embodiment controls a tire temperature focusing on a
change in vehicle maneuverability corresponding to a tire
temperature. A tire temperature control device 1-1 of this
embodiment manages a tire temperature that improves
vehicle maneuverability (steering feel, agility) based on tem-
perature dependence of tire cornering characteristics.

This embodiment is assumed to have the following con-
figuration.

(A) a mechanism that can actually measure or estimate tire
tread temperatures of four wheels

(B) “a mechanism that can cool or heat tires on four wheels”
or “a mechanism that can control a driving force distribution,
a braking force distribution, and a similar parameter so as to
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make a tire force to change” (a change in tire force conse-
quently makes the tire temperature to change)

(C) “amechanism that can control a cooling (heating) mecha-
nism independently for each of four wheels to change a con-
trol corresponding to a tire temperature” or “a mechanism
that can make a tire force to change independently for each of
four wheels (alternatively, independently for each of front
wheels and rear wheels) so as to make a control change
corresponding to a tire temperature”

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a schematic configuration
of a vehicle where the tire temperature control device 1-1
according to the embodiment is mounted. The tire tempera-
ture control device 1-1 is a device that is mounted on a vehicle
2 and controls a tire temperature of the vehicle 2.

The vehicle 2 includes four wheels 3 of a left front wheel
3FL, a right front wheel 3FR, a left rear wheel 3RL., and a
right rear wheel 3RR. In the following description, a refer-
ence sign FL is assumed to denote a constituent element
according to a left front wheel. A reference sign FR is
assumed to denote a constituent element according to a right
front wheel. A reference sign RL is assumed to denote a
constituent element according to a left rear wheel. A reference
sign RR is assumed to denote a constituent element according
to aright rear wheel. The wheels 3 (3FL, 3FR, 3RL, and 3RR)
have respective tires 4 (4FL, 4FR, 4RL., and 4RR). In the
following description, in the case where the respective wheels
3 need not be particularly distinguished, members including
the left front wheel 3FL and the right front wheel 3FR are
described as “front wheels 3F” while members including the
left rear wheel 3RL and the right rear wheel 3RR are
described as “rear wheels 3R”. In the case where the respec-
tive tires 4 need not be particularly distinguished, members
including a left front tire 4FL and a right front tire 4FR are
also described as “front tires 4F”” while members including a
left rear tire 4R and a right rear tire 4RR are also described
as “rear tires 4R”.

The vehicle 2 includes a power source such as an engine
and an electric motor in a vehicle body 2A. A power trans-
mitted from the power source to a drive wheel (such as the left
front wheel 3FL and the right front wheel 3FR) becomes a
driving force on a contact surface between the drive wheel
and a road surface, thus allowing the vehicle 2 to run. The
vehicle 2 includes a steering wheel 5. Turning of the steering
wheel 5 by the driver steers a steered wheel (such as the left
front wheel 3FL and the right front wheel 3FR), thus allowing
the vehicle 2 to turn.

A front-rear direction, which will be described below, of
the vehicle 2 is a direction along a running direction of the
vehicle 2. A lateral direction of the vehicle 2 is a width
direction of the vehicle 2 perpendicular to the front-rear direc-
tion and the vertical direction. A yaw direction is a direction
around the up-down axis that is an axis along the vertical
direction of the vehicle 2.

Here, tire characteristics of the tires 4 mounted on the
wheels 3 including a cornering power, a self-aligning power,
and a similar parameter have temperature dependence. In
view of this, the tire characteristics of the tires 4 including the
cornering power, the self-aligning power, and a similar
parameter change corresponding to temperatures of the
respective tires 4 even if the tires 4 each employ the same tire.

The cornering power of the tires 4 corresponds to a corner-
ing force CF per unit slip angle (sideslip angle) j illustrated in
FIG. 2. The slip angle § is an angle formed by a running
direction of the tires 4 and a tire center plane. The cornering
force CF is a component force that is applied to a right angle
direction with respect to the running direction of the tires 4
when the vehicle 2 corners (turns). The self-aligning power of
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the tires 4 corresponds to a self-aligning torque SAT per unit
slip angle f illustrated in FIG. 2. The self-aligning torque SAT
is a moment around a grounding point (around the vertical
axis) of the tire 4, and corresponds to a restoring force to
restore the steering wheel 5 to a straight ahead position. In the
case where the tires 4 is rolling with a predetermined slip
angle f3, a force application point is displaced off the corner-
ing force CF with respect to the central grounding point of the
tires 4. Thus, a force (torque) is applied to the tires 4 around
the central grounding point in a direction to reduce the slip
angle . This force corresponds to the self-aligning torque
SAT. The self-aligning torque SAT affects straight line stabil-
ity and stiftness of the steering wheel 5.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
temperature and a normalized cornering power of the tires 4.
FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating a relationship between a tem-
perature and a normalized self-aligning power of the tires 4.
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 illustrate temperature characteristics of the
tires 4 related to maneuverability of the vehicle 2. FIG. 3
illustrates relationships between a normalized cornering
power and a temperature for a tire A and a tire B that have
different characteristics. Here, the normalized cornering
power is a value of a cornering power divided by an axle load
W. In the following description, the normalized cornering
power is simply described as a “normalized CP”. The nor-
malized self-aligning power is a value of a self-aligning
power divided by an axle load. In the following description,
the normalized self-aligning power is simply described as a
“normalized SAP”. The normalized SAP can be calculated
from the normalized CP.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the normalized CP tends to
decrease with increasing the temperature of the tires 4. This is
because a higher temperature makes tread rubber of the tires
4 flexible and the tires 4 deforms more easily. The normalized
CP decreases with increasing the temperature until the tem-
perature of the tires 4 reaches a first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc. In the case where the temperature of the tires 4
exceeds the first predetermined temperature Tc, the normal-
ized CP hardly changes with respect to change in tempera-
ture. The first predetermined temperature Tc is a critical tem-
perature based on the characteristics of the tires 4 and
different depending on a type and a similar parameter of the
tires 4. For example, in the case of the tire A, the normalized
CP comparatively significantly decreases with increasing the
temperature of the tires 4 in a first temperature region R1
where the temperature of the tires 4 is equal to or less than the
first predetermined temperature Tc (tire A). On the other
hand, a degree of decrease in normalized CP with respect to
increase in temperature of the tires 4 in a second temperature
region R2 at a higher temperature than the first predetermined
temperature Tc (tire A) is smaller than a degree of decrease in
normalized CP in the first temperature region R1.

FIG. 4 illustrates the relationships between a normalized
SAP and a temperature for the tire A and the tire B. As
illustrated in FIG. 4, the normalized SAP decreases with
increasing the temperature until the temperature of the tires 4
reaches the first predetermined temperature Tc. In the case
where the temperature of the tires 4 exceeds the first prede-
termined temperature Tc, the normalized SAP hardly changes
with respect to change in temperature.

Thus, a cornering characteristic of the tire 4, that is, maneu-
verability changes depending on the temperature of the tires
4. A cornering characteristic of the vehicle 2 changes depend-
ing on a temperature (hereinafter referred to as a “front tire
temperature”) Tf of the tires (the left front tire 4FL and the
right front tire 4FR) of the front wheels in the vehicle 2. The
cornering characteristic of the vehicle 2 also changes depend-
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ing on a temperature difference between the front tire tem-
perature Tf and a temperature (hereinafter referred to as a
“rear tire temperature”) Tr of the tires (the left rear tire 4RL
and the right rear tire 4RR) of the rear wheels in the vehicle 2.
For example, a turning performance of the vehicle 2 changes
depending on whether or not the front tire temperature Tf is
smaller than the rear tire temperature Tr.

The tire temperature control device 1-1 of this embodiment
controls the temperature of the tires 4 based on the tempera-
ture difference between the front tire temperature Tt and the
rear tire temperature Tr. The tire temperature control device
1-1 includes an ECU 8, a temperature sensor 7, a temperature
control means 6. The ECU 8 is an electronic control unit with
acomputer. The ECU 8 can control each portion of the vehicle
2, and has a function as a controller that controls the tempera-
ture of the tires 4.

The ECU 8 preliminarily stores the temperature character-
istic of the tires 4 that is mounted on the wheel 3. Here, the
stored temperature characteristic may be, for example, the
correspondence relationship between the tire temperature and
the normalized CP illustrated in FIG. 3, the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc based on this correspondence relation-
ship, or a value indicative of another temperature character-
istic. That is, any configuration is possible insofar as the ECU
8 preliminarily stores a numerical value that indicates the
temperature characteristic of the tires 4 related to maneuver-
ability (turning performance) and is required for a tire tem-
perature control. The ECU 8 performs a tire temperature
control based on the stored temperature characteristic of the
tires 4.

The temperature sensor 7 detects the temperature of the
tires 4. For example, the temperature sensor 7 can employ a
thermocouple, a thermistor, or a similar sensor. More specifi-
cally, the temperature sensor 7 detects a temperature inside
the tread of the tires 4 such as temperatures of a carcass layer
and a belt layer that are structural members inside of the tread,
alternatively, a temperature of the tread rubber. Preferably, the
temperature sensor 7 may detect a temperature inside of the
tread rubber between a tread surface of the tires 4 and an upper
surface of the belt layer.

In this embodiment, the temperature sensor 7 is disposed in
each of the tires 4. That is, the left front tire 4FL includes a
temperature sensor for the left front wheel 7FL, the right front
tire 4FR includes a temperature sensor for the right front
wheel 7FR, the left rear tire 4RL includes a temperature
sensor for the left rear wheel 7RL, and the right rear tire 4RR
includes a temperature sensor for the right rear wheel 7RR.
The respective temperature sensors 7FL, 7FR, 7RL, and 7RR
are coupled to the ECU 8. Signals indicating detection results
of the respective temperature sensors 7FL, 7FR, 7RL, and
7RR are output to the ECU 8. In the following description, in
the case where the respective temperature sensors 7FL, 7FR,
7RL, and 7RR need not be particularly distinguished, the
temperature sensor for the left front wheel 7FL and the tem-
perature sensor for the right front wheel 7FR are collectively
described as “temperature sensors for the front wheels 7F”
while the temperature sensor for the left rear wheel 7RL and
the temperature sensor for the right rear wheel 7RR are col-
lectively described as “temperature sensors for the rear
wheels 7R”.

The temperature sensor 7 may employ a non-contact tem-
perature sensor that is infrared-based. The temperature sensor
7 may detect a wheel temperature where the tires 4 is
mounted, and may detect and estimate a temperature inside
the tread of the tires 4 based on the detection of the wheel
temperature, for example.
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The temperature control means 6 controls the temperature
of the tires 4. For example, the temperature control means 6
discharges cool air and hot air from an air conditioner, exhaust
gas, and similar gas into a wheel housing of the tires 4 so as to
adjust the tire temperature. The cool air, the hot air, and the
exhaust gas may be directly sprayed on the tires 4. The tem-
perature control means 6 adjusts discharging and stopping the
cool air, the hot air, and the exhaust gas and discharge quantity
s0 as to control the temperature of the tires 4. For example, the
temperature control means 6 can reduce the temperature of
the tires 4 by cooling the tire 4, can increase the temperature
of the tires 4 by heating the tire 4, and can additionally
maintain the temperature of the tires 4 at a desired tempera-
ture.

The temperature control means 6 includes a left front
wheel temperature control means 6FL disposed for the left
front wheel 3FL, a right front wheel temperature control
means 6FR disposed for the right front wheel 3FR, a left rear
wheel temperature control means 6RL disposed for the left
rear wheel 3R, a right rear wheel temperature control means
6RR disposed for the right rear wheel 3RR. Each of the
temperature control means 6FL, 6FR, 6RL, and 6RR can
operate independently. That is, the temperature control means
6 for each wheel 3 can cool or heat the tires 4 independently
from the temperature control means 6 for the other wheels 3.
Accordingly, for example, in the case where temperatures of
the right and left tires 4 are different and a desired temperature
is an intermediate temperature of the right and left tires 4, the
above-described configuration allows controlling the tem-
peratures of the right and left tires 4 to the desired temperature
by heating the tires 4 at relatively low temperature and cool-
ing the tires 4 at relatively high temperature. The temperature
control means 6 is coupled to the ECU 8, and controlled by the
ECU 8.

In the following description, in the case where the tempera-
ture control means 6 need not be particularly distinguished,
the left front wheel temperature control means 6FL and the
right front wheel temperature control means 6FR are simply
described as “front wheel temperature control means 6F”. In
the case where the temperature control means 6 need not be
particularly distinguished, the left rear wheel temperature
control means 6RL. and the right rear wheel temperature
control means 6RR are simply described as “rear wheel tem-
perature control means 6R”. The tire temperature control
device 1-1 can control at least one of the front tire temperature
Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr by the temperature control
means 6 based on the temperature difference between the
front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr.

Referring to FIG. 1, a temperature control of the tires 4
according to this embodiment will be described. A control
process in FIG. 1 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2
is running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S1, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
front tire temperature Tf is equal to or more than the rear tire
temperature Tr. At step S1, it is determined whether or not the
control interrupts the operation. Increase in normalized CP of
the front tires 4F improves maneuverability of the vehicle 2.
That is, from the aspect of improving the maneuverability, the
front tire temperature Tfis preferred to be at low temperature.
In this embodiment, in the case where the front tire tempera-
ture Tfis equal to or more than the rear tire temperature Tr,
cooling of the front tires 4F is performed.

The ECU 8 performs the determination at step S1 based on
the temperature of the tires 4 detected by the temperature
sensor 7. Temperatures of the front tires 4F are obtained by
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the temperature sensors for the front wheels 7F. For example,
the ECU 8 assumes an average temperature of the tempera-
ture of the left front tire 4FL. detected by the temperature
sensor for the left front wheel 7FL and the temperature of the
right front tire 4FR detected by the temperature sensor for the
right front wheel 7FR as the front tire temperature Tf.

The same applies to the rear tire temperature Tr. For
example, the ECU 8 assumes an average temperature of the
temperature of the left rear tire 4R detected by the tempera-
ture sensor for the left rear wheel 7RL and the temperature of
the right rear tire 4RR detected by the temperature sensor for
the right rear wheel 7RR as the rear tire temperature Tr.

As aresultofthe determination at step S1, in the case where
the front tire temperature Tt is determined to be equal to or
more than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step S1), the
process proceeds to step S2. Otherwise, the determination at
step S1 is repeated (No in step S1).

At step S2, the ECU 8 cools the front tire 4F. The ECU 8
cools the front tires 4F by the front wheel temperature control
means 6F. The ECU 8 outputs a cooling command to the front
wheel temperature control means 6F. The front wheel tem-
perature control means 6F cools the front tires 4F based on the
cooling command.

In the case where the temperature of the left front tire 4FL
and the temperature of the right front tire 4FR are different
when the front tires 4F are cooled, a degree of cooling the left
front tire 4FL by the left front wheel temperature control
means 6FL and a degree of cooling the right front tire 4FR by
the right front wheel temperature control means 6FR may be
different. For example, in the case where the left front tire 4FL
has a higher temperature than that of the right front tire 4FR,
a degree of cooling the left front tire 4FL. may be higher than
the degree of cooling the right front tire 4FR. Cooling the
front tires 4F increases the normalized CP of the front tires 4F
asillustrated in FIG. 3. After step S2 is performed, the process
proceeds to step S3.

At step S3, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature Tf is equal to or less than the rear tire tem-
perature Tr. At step S3, it is determined whether or not the
front tires 4F is sufficiently cooled. The front tire temperature
Tf that is equal to or less than the rear tire temperature Tr
increases the normalized CP of the front tire 4F, thus improv-
ing turning performance. As a result of the determination at
step S3, in the case where the front tire temperature TT is
determined to be equal to or less than the rear tire temperature
Tr (Yes in step S3), the process proceeds to step S4. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to step S2 (No in step S3).

Subsequently, at step S4, the ECU 8 determines whether or
not the front tire temperature Tt is equal to or less than the first
predetermined temperature Tc. As described by referring to
FIG. 3, a degree of increase in normalized CP is smaller than
decrease in temperature of the tires 4 in a temperature range
that is higher than the first predetermined temperature Tc. In
other words, improving steering performance by changing
the temperature of the tires 4 has a small advantage in the
temperature range higher than the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc. The tire temperature control device 1-1 of this
embodiment cools the front tires 4F until the front tire tem-
perature Tf becomes equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc so as to obtain an advantage of
improvement of steering performance by cooling the front
tire 4F. As a result of the determination at step S4, in the case
where the front tire temperature Tf is determined to be equal
to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in
step S4), the process proceeds to step S5. Otherwise, the
process proceeds to step S2 (No in step S4) to continue
cooling the front tire 4F.
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At step S5, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling. The ECU 8
outputs a command for termination of the cooling to the front
wheel temperature control means 6F. This command signal
allows the left front wheel temperature control means 6FL
and the right front wheel temperature control means 6FR to
terminate the cooling. After step S5 is performed, this control
process terminates.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire tempera-
ture control according to this embodiment. In FIG. 5, a ref-
erence sign P denotes the gravity point of the vehicle 2. An
arrow Y11 indicates the normalized CP of the front tires 4F
after cooling by the tire temperature control of this embodi-
ment. An arrow Y12 indicates the normalized CP of the front
tires 4F in the case where the tire temperature control is not
performed. An arrow Y13 indicates the normalized CP of the
rear tires 4R. Additionally, an arrow Y14 indicates the turning
performance in the case where the front tires 4 is cooled by the
tire temperature control. An arrow Y15 indicates the turning
performance in the case where the tire temperature control is
not performed. Lengths of the arrows Y14 and Y15 indicate
cornering forces and yaw rates that are generated with, for
example, the same amount of steering.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, cooling the front tires 4F by the tire
temperature control ofthis embodiment increases the normal-
ized CP (Y11) of the front tires 4F after cooling, compared
with the normalized CP (Y12) of the front tires 4F where the
tire temperature control is not performed. This improves the
turning performance Y14 after the tire temperature control,
compared with turning performance Y15 where the tire tem-
perature control is not performed.

As described above, in this embodiment, cooling the front
tires 4F increases the normalized CP of the front tires 4F in the
case where the front tire temperature Tf is higher than the rear
tire temperature Tr. This improves the turning performance of
the vehicle 2, thus improving maneuverability.

Inthe case where the front tire temperature Tf'is equal to or
less than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in step
S4) when the front tire temperature Tf becomes equal to or
less than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step S3), cooling
the front tires 4F is terminated. That is, in this embodiment,
the temperature control means 6 reduces the temperature
difference between the front tire temperature Tt and the rear
tire temperature Tr, and makes the front tire temperature Tf
equal to or less than the rear tire temperature Tr.

In contrast, in the case where the front tire temperature Tf
is not equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature
Tc (No in step S4), cooling the front tires 4F continues. That
is, in the case where the tires 4 that is mounted on the wheel
3 is the tire A illustrated in FIG. 3, the front tires 4F is cooled
until the front tire temperature T becomes a temperature in
the first temperature region R1. In other words, the tempera-
ture control means 6 makes the front tire temperature Tfequal
to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc. This
tire temperature control reduces the temperature difference
between the front tire temperature TT and the rear tire tem-
perature Tr in a range where the front tire temperature Tf is
equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc.

Accordingly, cooling the front tires 4F increases the nor-
malized CP of the front tire 4F, thus improving maneuver-
ability. If the front tire temperature Tf further decreases at
running after this control, the normalized CP of the front tires
4F is further increased, thus improving maneuverability. In
contrast, in the case where the front tire temperature Tf
increases, the tire temperature control device 1-1 performs
cooling of the front tires 4F again. That is, this embodiment
reduces decrease of the normalized CP of the front tires 4F to
ensure maneuverability, thus improving drivability.
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The tire temperature control device 1-1 of this embodiment
controls the tire temperature to allow controlling perfor-
mance of the vehicle 2 arbitrarily to some extent. Previously,
a suspension, an absorber, and a similar member have been
required to be exchanged in order to change maneuverability
of the same vehicle 2. However, the tire temperature control
device 1-1 of this embodiment controls the tire temperature to
easily vary vehicle performance without exchanging the com-
ponents.

In the control process illustrated in FIG. 1, an equality sign
may be excluded from any one of the inequality sign in the
criterion formula at step S1 and the inequality sign in the
criterion formula at step S3. That s, only in the case where the
front tire temperature Tf is larger than the rear tire tempera-
ture Tr at step S1, affirmative determination may be made.
Alternatively, only in the case where the front tire temperature
Tfis less than the rear tire temperature Tr at step S3, affirma-
tive determination may be made.

In this embodiment, the temperature sensor 7 detects the
temperature inside the tread, typically, the temperature inside
of the tread rubber. The temperature inside the tread easily
affects the tire characteristics including the cornering power
and the self-aligning power of the tire 4, and has a smaller
change than that on a surface of the tires 4. Controlling the tire
temperature based on the tire temperature thus detected
allows accurately control maneuverability of the vehicle 2.

While in this embodiment, the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc is determined based on the normalized CP, this
should not be construed in a limiting sense. The first prede-
termined temperature Tc may be determined based on
another temperature characteristic of the tires 4 such as the
normalized SAP, which is related to maneuverability.

While in this embodiment, the temperature sensor 7 is
disposed in each of the tires 4 on the four wheels, this should
not be construed in a limiting sense. The temperature sensor
for the front wheel 7F may be disposed in at least one of the
left front tire 4FL. and the right front tire 4FR. The tempera-
ture sensor for the rear wheel 7R may be disposed in at least
one of the left rear tire 4R, and the right rear tire 4RR. In the
case where the temperature sensor for the front wheel 7F is
disposed in any ofthe left front tire 4FL. and the right front tire
4FR, the ECU 8 employs a detection result of the temperature
sensor for the front wheel 7F as the front tire temperature Tf.
The same applies to the rear tire temperature Tr. In the case
where the temperature sensor for the rear wheel 7R is dis-
posed in any of the left rear tire 4RL. and the right rear tire
4RR, a temperature detected by the temperature sensor for the
rear wheel 7R is employed as the rear tire temperature Tr.

While in this embodiment, an example where the tempera-
ture characteristics of the tires 4 are preliminarily stored is
described, this should not be construed in a limiting sense.
The temperature characteristics of the tires 4 may be esti-
mated at running. For example, the temperature characteris-
tics of the tires 4 may be estimated based on behavior of the
vehicle 2 at running and a temperature of the tires 4. As an
example, the temperature control means 6 may control the
temperature (such as the front tire temperature Tf) of the tires
4 to be a plurality of different temperatures as necessary, and
may estimate the temperature characteristics of the tires 4
based on a behaviors of the vehicle 2 at respective tire tem-
peratures.

While in this embodiment, the temperature control means
6 cools and heat the tires 4 by discharging the cool air, the hot
air, and similar gas, this should not be construed in a limiting
sense. The temperature control means 6 may be another
means that provides heat to the tires 4 from outside or inside
of the tires 4 or provides heat removal from the tires 4. The
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temperature control means 6 may control a heat generation
amount in the tires 4. For example, the temperature control
means 6 may heat or cool the tires 4 by controlling the braking
force and the driving force of the tires 4 so as to increase and
decrease load on the tires 4.

First Modification of the First Embodiment

A first modification of the first embodiment will be
described. While in the above-described first embodiment,
cooling the front tires 4F improves maneuverability, this
modification differs from the above-described first embodi-
ment in that this modification heats the rear tires 4R to
decrease the front tire temperature TT relative to the rear tire
temperature Tr so as to improve maneuverability. FIG. 6 is a
flowchart illustrating operations of a tire temperature control
according to this modification. FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a
change in normalized CP according to this modification. FIG.
8 is a diagram illustrating effects of the tire temperature
control according to this modification.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, this modification heats the rear
tires 4R to increase the rear tire temperature Tr, thus reducing
the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R. This relatively
increases the normalized CP of the front tire 4F, thus improv-
ing turning performance (maneuverability).

Referring to FIG. 6, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 6 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S11, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
front tire temperature Tf is equal to or more than the rear tire
temperature Tr. In this modification, in the case where the
front tire temperature Tf is equal to or more than the rear tire
temperature Tr, the ECU 8 heats the rear tires 4R to increase
the rear tire temperature Tr to a temperature equal to or more
than the front tire temperature Tf. This improves maneuver-
ability.

As a result of the determination at step S11, in the case
where the front tire temperature Tf is determined to be equal
to or more than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step S11),
the process proceeds to step S12. Otherwise, the process
proceeds to step S11 again (No in step S11). That is, while the
front tire temperature TT is less than the rear tire temperature
Tr, the acquisition of the front tire temperature Tt and the rear
tire temperature Tr, and the determination to compare both of
them are repeatedly performed.

At step S12, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature TT is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. At step S12, it is determined whether
or not performance change by changing the temperature of
the tires 4 is expected. In the case where the front tire tem-
perature Tfis higher than the first predetermined temperature
Tec, that is, in the case where the front tire temperature Tfis in
the second temperature region R2, decrease in normalized CP
of'the rear tires 4R is small even if the rear tire temperature Tr
is increased to a temperature equal to or more than the front
tire temperature Tf. Accordingly, the performance change by
the tire temperature control is hardly expected. In view of this,
in the case where the front tire temperature Tt is higher than
the first predetermined temperature Tc, the tire temperature
control is not performed.

As a result of the determination at step S12, in the case
where the front tire temperature Tf is determined to be equal
to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in
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step S12), the process proceeds to step S13. Otherwise, the
process proceeds to step S11 (No in step S12).

At step S13, the ECU 8 outputs a heating command for the
rear tires 4R. The ECU 8 outputs a command for heating the
rear tires 4R to the rear wheel temperature control means 6R.
The rear wheel temperature control means 6R receives the
heating command and heats the rear tires 4R. In the case
where the temperature of the left rear tire 4RL and the tem-
perature of the right rear tire 4RR are different when the rear
tires 4R is heated, a degree of heating the left rear tire 4RL by
the left rear wheel temperature control means 6RL and a
degree of heating the right rear tire 4RR by the right rear
wheel temperature control means 6RR may be different. For
example, in the case where the left rear tire 4R has a lower
temperature than that of the right rear tire 4RR, a degree of
heating the left rear tire 4RL. may be higher than a degree of
heating the right rear tire 4RR. After step S13 is performed,
the process proceeds to step S14.

At step S14, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature Tf is equal to or less than the rear tire tem-
perature Tr. At step S14, it is determined whether or not the
rear tires 4R is sufficiently heated. As a result of the determi-
nation at step S14, in the case where the front tire temperature
Tf is determined to be equal to or less than the rear tire
temperature Tr (Yes in step S14), the process proceeds to step
S15. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step S13 (No in step
S14) to continue heating the rear tires 4R.

At step S15, the ECU 8 terminates the heating of the rear
tires 4R. The ECU 8 outputs a command for termination of the
heating to the rear wheel temperature control means 6R. This
command signal allows the left rear wheel temperature con-
trol means 6RL and the right rear wheel temperature control
means 6RR to terminate the heating. After step S15 is per-
formed, this control process terminates.

Referring to FIG. 8, advantageous effects of this modifica-
tion will be described. In FIG. 8, an arrow Y21 indicates the
normalized CP of the front tire 4F. An arrow Y22 indicates the
normalized CP of the rear tires 4R after heating by the tire
temperature control of this modification. An arrow Y23 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R in the case where
the tire temperature control is not performed. Additionally, an
arrow Y24 indicates the turning performance after heating by
the tire temperature control. An arrow Y25 indicates the turn-
ing performance in the case where the tire temperature control
is not performed. Heating the rear tires 4R by the tire tem-
perature control of this modification decreases the normal-
ized CP (Y22) of the rear tires 4R after heating, compared
with the normalized CP (Y23) of the rear tires 4R where the
tire temperature control is not performed. This relatively
increases the normalized CP (Y21) of the front tire 4F, thus
improving the turning performance Y24 where the tire tem-
perature control is performed, compared with turning perfor-
mance Y25 where the tire temperature control is not per-
formed.

In the control process illustrated in FIG. 6, in the case
where negative determination is made at step S12, the tire
temperature control may be shifted to a control that cool the
front tires 4F of the above-described first embodiment (in
FIG. 1). That is, cooling the front tires 4F or heating the rear
tires 4R may be selected based on the temperature of the front
tire 4F.

Second Modification of the First Embodiment
A second modification of the first embodiment will be

described. This modification differs from the above-de-
scribed first embodiment and first modification in that a tire
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temperature control concurrently performs cooling of the
front tires 4F and heating of the rear tires 4R. FIG. 9 is a
flowchart illustrating operations of the tire temperature con-
trol according to this modification. FIG. 10 is a diagram
illustrating effects of the tire temperature control according to
this modification.

Referring to FIG. 9, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 9 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S21, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
front tire temperature Tf obtained by the temperature sensor
for the front wheel 7F is equal to or more than the rear tire
temperature Tr obtained by the temperature sensor for the rear
wheel 7R. As a result of the determination, in the case where
the front tire temperature Tt is determined to be equal to or
more than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step S21), the
process proceeds to step S22. Otherwise, the process repeats
the determination at step S21 (No in step S21).

At step S22, the ECU 8 performs cooling of the front tires
4F and heating of the rear tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the
front wheel temperature control means 6F to cool the front
tires 4F while the ECU 8 commands the rear wheel tempera-
ture control means 6R to heat the rear tires 4R. The front
wheel temperature control means 6F cools the front tires 4F
based on the cooling command while the rear wheel tempera-
ture control means 6R heats the rear tires 4R based on the
heating command.

Subsequently, at step S23, the ECU 8 determines whether
or not the front tire temperature Tf is equal to or less than the
rear tire temperature Tr. At step S23, it is determined whether
or not the front tires 4F is sufficiently cooled and the rear tires
4R is sufficiently heated. As a result of the determination at
step S23, in the case where the front tire temperature Tf is
determined to be equal to or less than the rear tire temperature
Tr (Yes in step S23), the process proceeds to step S24. Oth-
erwise, the process proceeds to step S26 (No in step S23).

At step S24, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature TT is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. At step S24, it is determined whether
or not performance changes by changing the front tire tem-
perature Tf is expected. In the case where the front tire tem-
perature Tfis equal to or less than the rear tire temperature Tr
and equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature
Tc, change in running performance is assumed to have
already occurred by the tire temperature control so far. As a
result of the determination at step S24, in the case where the
front tire temperature T is determined to be equal to or less
than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in step S24),
the process proceeds to step S25. Otherwise, the process
proceeds to step S26 (No in step S24).

At step S25, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling and heating
of'the tires 4. The ECU 8 commands the front wheel tempera-
ture control means 6F to terminate the cooling while the ECU
8 commands the rear wheel temperature control means 6R to
terminate the heating. The front wheel temperature control
means 6F terminates the cooling of the front tires 4F based on
the command for termination of the cooling while the rear
wheel temperature control means 6R terminates the heating
of'the rear tires 4R based on the command for termination of
the heating. After step S25 is performed, this control process
terminates.

At step S26, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the rear
tire temperature Tr is equal to or more than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. At step S26, it is determined whether
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or not performance change is expected by changing the rear
tire temperature Tr more. In the case where the rear tire
temperature Tr is equal to or more than the first predetermined
temperature Tc (Yes in S26), change in maneuverability is
hardly expected even if the rear tires 4R is heated more. As a
result of the determination at step S26, in the case where the
rear tire temperature Tr is determined to be equal to or more
than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in step S26),
the process proceeds to step S27. Otherwise, the process
proceeds to step S22 (No in step S26).

At step S27, the ECU 8 terminates the heating of the rear
tires 4R and continues cooling of the front tire 4F. The ECU
8 commands the rear wheel temperature control means 6R to
terminate the heating while the ECU 8 commands the front
wheel temperature control means 6F to perform cooling. The
rear wheel temperature control means 6R terminates the heat-
ing the rear tires 4R based on the command for termination of
the heating while the front wheel temperature control means
6F continues cooling the front tires 4F based on the cooling
command. After step S27 is performed, the process proceeds
to step S23.

Referring to FIG. 10, advantageous effects of this modifi-
cation will be described. In FIG. 10, an arrow Y31 indicates
the normalized CP of the front tires 4F after cooling by the tire
temperature control of this modification. An arrow Y32 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the front tires 4F in the case where
the tire temperature control is not performed. An arrow Y33
indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R after heating
by the tire temperature control of this modification. An arrow
Y34 indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R in the
case where the tire temperature control is not performed.
Additionally, an arrow Y 35 indicates the turning performance
of'the vehicle 2 in the case where the tire temperature control
of'this modification is performed. An arrow Y36 indicates the
turning performance in the case where the tire temperature
control is not performed.

Cooling the front tires 4F and heating the rear tires 4R by
the tire temperature control of this modification increases the
normalized CP (Y31) of the front tires 4F after cooling,
compared with the normalized CP (Y32) of the front tires 4F
where the tire temperature control is not performed. The
normalized CP (Y33) of the rear tires 4R after heating is
decreased, compared with the normalized CP (Y34) of the
rear tires 4R where the tire temperature control is not per-
formed. This improves the turning performance Y35 where
the tire temperature control is performed, compared with
turning performance Y36 where the tire temperature control
is not performed.

This modification cools the front tires 4F and heats the rear
tires 4R at the same time. This allows adjusting the tire tem-
perature to progress promptly and improves turning perfor-
mance of the vehicle 2 with a good responsiveness.

Third Modification of the First Embodiment

A third modification of the first embodiment will be
described. This modification differs from the above-de-
scribed first embodiment and respective modifications in that
a tire temperature control cools both of the front tires 4F and
the rear tires 4R. This modification cools the front tire 4F
more strongly than the rear tires 4R, and makes the front tire
temperature Tf equal to or less than the rear tire temperature
Tr. This improves maneuverability. FIG. 11 is a flowchart
illustrating operations of a tire temperature control according
to this modification. FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating effects
of'the tire temperature control according to this modification.
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Referring to FIG. 11, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 11 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S31, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
front tire temperature Tf is equal to or more than the rear tire
temperature Tr. The ECU 8 performs the determination at step
S31 based on the front tire temperature T obtained by the
temperature sensor for the front wheel 7F and the rear tire
temperature Tr obtained by the temperature sensor for the rear
wheel 7R. As a result of the determination, in the case where
the front tire temperature Tt is determined to be equal to or
more than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step S31), the
process proceeds to step S32. Otherwise, the process repeats
the determination at step S31 (No in step S31).

At step S32, the ECU 8 cools the front tires 4F and the rear
tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the front wheel temperature
control means 6F and the rear wheel temperature control
means 6R to perform cooling. The front wheel temperature
control means 6F cools the front tires 4F based on the cooling
command while the rear wheel temperature control means 6R
cools the rear tires 4R based on the cooling command. When
cooling of the tires 4 starts, a degree of cooling the front tires
4F may be larger than a degree of cooling the rear tires 4R.

Subsequently, at step S33, the ECU 8 determines whether
or not the front tire temperature Tf is equal to or less than the
rear tire temperature Tr. The ECU 8 performs the determina-
tion at step S33 based on the latest detection result of the
temperature sensor 7. As a result of the determination, in the
case where the front tire temperature Tf is determined to be
equal to or less than the rear tire temperature Tr (Yes in step
S33), the process proceeds to step S34. Otherwise, the pro-
cess proceeds to step S36 (No in step S33).

At step S34, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature TT is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. At step S34, it is determined whether
or not performance change by the tire temperature control is
expected. As a result of the determination, in the case where
the front tire temperature Tt is determined to be equal to or
less than the first predetermined temperature Tc (Yes in step
S34), the process proceeds to step S35. Otherwise, the pro-
cess proceeds to step S33 (No in step S34) to continue cooling
the front tires 4F and the rear tires 4R.

At step S35, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling of the front
tires 4F and the rear tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the front
wheel temperature control means 6F and the rear wheel tem-
perature control means 6R to terminate the cooling. The front
wheel temperature control means 6F terminates the cooling
of'the front tires 4F based on the command for termination of
the cooling while the rear wheel temperature control means
6R terminates the cooling of the rear tires 4R based on the
command for termination of the cooling. After step S35 is
performed, this control process terminates.

At step S36, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the rear
tires 4R is excessively cooled with respect to the front tire 4F.
In other words, it is determined whether or not the front tire
temperature Tf is decreased relative to the rear tire tempera-
ture Tr as desired. The ECU 8 performs the determination at
step S36 based on temporal differentiation of a temperature
difference (Tf-Tr) between the front tire temperature Tf and
the rear tire temperature Tr. In the case where this temporal
differentiation is equal to or more than zero (Yes in step S36),
the above-described temperature difference (Tf-Tr) is not
decreased. This means that the front tire temperature Tf'is not
decreased relative to the rear tire temperature Tr. That is, a
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degree of cooling the front tires 4F is lower than a degree of
cooling the rear tires 4R. Thus, the rear tires 4R is determined
to be excessively cooled. Excessive cooling of the rear tires
4R does not allow the front tire temperature Tf to be equal to
or less than the rear tire temperature Tr, thus having difficulty
in improving maneuverability.

As a result of the determination at step S36, in the case
where the rear tires 4R is determined to be excessively cooled
respect to the front tires 4F (Yes in step S36), the process
proceeds to step S37. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step
S33 (No in step S36).

At step S37, the ECU 8 performs at least one of a high-
power cooling of the front tires 4F and a low-power cooling of
the rear tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the front wheel
temperature control means 6F to perform the high-power
cooling, and/or commands the rear wheel temperature control
means 6R to perform the low-power cooling. This makes a
degree of cooling the front tires 4F relatively stronger than a
degree of cooling the rear tires 4R. After step S37 is per-
formed, the process proceeds to step S33.

Referring to FIG. 12, advantageous effects of this modifi-
cation will be described. In FIG. 12, an arrow Y41 indicates
the normalized CP of the front tires 4F after cooling by the tire
temperature control of this modification. An arrow Y42 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the front tires 4F in the case where
the tire temperature control is not performed. An arrow Y43
indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R after cooling
by the tire temperature control of this modification. An arrow
Y44 indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R in the
case where the tire temperature control is not performed.
Additionally, an arrow Y 45 indicates the turning performance
in the case where the tire temperature control is performed of
this modification. An arrow Y46 indicates the turning perfor-
mance in the case where the tire temperature control is not
performed.

The tire temperature control of this modification decreases
the front tire temperature Tf relative to the rear tire tempera-
ture Tr. Accordingly, an increased amount ACPf of the nor-
malized CP of the front tires 4F by the tire temperature control
becomes larger than an increased amount ACPr of the nor-
malized CP of the rear tires 4R by the tire temperature control.
Accordingly, the tire temperature control of this modification
improves maneuverability.

The tire temperature control of this modification cools the
front tires 4F and the rear tires 4R. This increases the normal-
ized CP in each of the front tires 4F and the rear tires 4R. This
improves stability of the vehicle 2 as an advantageous effect.
That is, the tire temperature control of this modification
improves maneuverability and ensures stability in the vehicle
2 at the same time.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment will be described by referring to
FIG. 13 to FIG. 15. In the second embodiment, like reference
numerals designate corresponding or identical elements to
those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore such
elements will not be further elaborated here. FIG. 13 is a
flowchart illustrating operations of a tire temperature control
according to this embodiment. FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating
a relationship between a temperature difference between the
front and rear tires and a stability factor. FIG. 15 is a diagram
illustrating effects of the tire temperature control according to
this embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 14, the stability factor of the vehicle
2 changes corresponding to the temperature difference (Tf-
Tr) between the front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire
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temperature Tr. In the following description, the temperature
difference (Tf-Tr) between the front tire temperature Tf and
the rear tire temperature Tris also described as a “temperature
difference between front and rear tires AT”. The stability
factor is one of factors indicating stability of'the vehicle 2, and
relates to steering characteristics. A large stability factor
improves stability of the vehicle 2. For example, this makes
straight line stability higher, and reduces deflection during
braking.

In FIG. 14, the horizontal axis indicates the rear tire tem-
perature Tr while the vertical axis indicates the stability factor
of the vehicle 2. A reference sign SF1 indicates a stability
factor where the front tire temperature Tt and the rear tire
temperature Tr are the same. A reference sign SF2 indicates a
stability factor where the front tire temperature Tf is higher
than the rear tire temperature Tr by a predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td. The predetermined temperature difference
Td is a positive value. In the case where the front tire tem-
perature Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr are the same, the
stability factor SF1 is constant regardless of the tire tempera-
ture. In other words, in the case where the normalized CP of
the front tires 4F and the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R are
the same, the stability factor SF1 does not change even if the
tire temperature is made to change.

In contrast, making the front tire temperature Tt higher
than the rear tire temperature Tr improves the stability factor
SF2 compared with a case where the front tire temperature TT
and the rear tire temperature Tr are the same (SF1). The
stability factor SF2 changes corresponding to the temperature
of'the tires 4. As illustrated in FIG. 14, the stability factor SF2
improves as the front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire
temperature Tr becomes lower. The larger the temperature
difference between front and rear tires AT becomes, the larger
a difference between the stability factor SF2 and the stability
factor SF1 where the front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire
temperature Tr are the same becomes (not shown).

This embodiment controls the tire temperature such that
the temperature difference between front and rear tires AT
becomes equal to or more than the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td. For example, the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td of this embodiment is preliminarily deter-
mined as a value with a significant difference between the
stability factor SF1 where the front tire temperature Tfand the
rear tire temperature Tr are the same and the stability factor
SF2 after the tire temperature control. In other words, the
predetermined temperature difference Td is determined as a
value where improvement of stability is expected by perform-
ing the tire temperature control. The predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td may be constant regardless of a tire tem-
perature before the tire temperature control, or may be
variable corresponding to a tire temperature before the tire
temperature control.

Referring to FIG. 13, the tire temperature control of the
second embodiment will be described. A control process
illustrated in FIG. 13 is repeatedly performed when the
vehicle 2 is running. This control process may be performed
when the vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control
process is repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S41, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT (the
front tire temperature Tf-the rear tire temperature Tr) is equal
to or less than the predetermined temperature difference Td.
The ECU 8 performs the determination at step S41 based on
the detection result of the temperature sensor 7. As a result of
the determination, in the case where the temperature differ-
ence between front and rear tires AT is determined to be equal
to or less than the predetermined temperature difference Td
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(Yes in step S41), the process proceeds to step S42. Other-
wise, the process repeats the determination at step S41 (No in
step S41). In the case where the rear tire temperature Tr is
higher than the front tire temperature Tf, that is, in the case
where the temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is negative, affirmative determination is made at step S41.

At step S42, the ECU 8 cools the rear tires 4R. The ECU 8
commands the rear wheel temperature control means 6R to
cool the rear tires 4R. The rear wheel temperature control
means 6R cools the rear tires 4R based on the cooling com-
mand. Accordingly, the rear wheel temperature control means
6R increases the temperature difference between front and
rear tires AT.

Subsequently, at step S43, the ECU 8 determines whether
or not the temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is equal to or more than the predetermined temperature
difference Td. At step S43, it is determined whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
sufficiently generated by cooling the rear tires 4R. The ECU
8 performs the determination at step S43 based on the latest
detection result of the temperature sensor 7. As a result of the
determination, in the case where the temperature difference
between front and rear tires AT is determined to be equal to or
more than the predetermined temperature difference Td (Yes
in step S43), the process proceeds to step S44. Otherwise, the
process proceeds to step S42 (No in step S43) to continue
cooling the rear tires 4R.

At step S44, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the rear
tire temperature Tr is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. At step S44, it is determined whether
or not performance changes by changing the temperature of
the rear tires 4R is expected. As a result of the determination,
in the case where the rear tire temperature Tr is determined to
be equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc
(Yes in step S44), the process proceeds to step S45. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to step S42 (No in step S44).

At step S45, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling of the rear
tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the rear wheel temperature
control means 6R to terminate the cooling. The rear wheel
temperature control means 6R terminates the cooling of the
rear tires 4R based on the command for termination of the
cooling. After step S45 is performed, this control process
terminates.

Referring to FIG. 15, advantageous effects of this embodi-
ment will be described. In FIG. 15, an arrow Y51 indicates the
normalized CP of the front tire 4F. An arrow Y52 indicates the
normalized CP of the rear tires 4R after cooling by the tire
temperature control of this embodiment. An arrow Y53 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R in the case where
the tire temperature control is not performed. Additionally, an
arrow Y54 indicates turnability of the vehicle 2 in the case
where the tire temperature control of this embodiment is
performed. An arrow Y55 indicates a turnability of the vehicle
2 in the case where the tire temperature control is not per-
formed. Lengths of the arrows Y54 and Y55 indicate degrees
of turnability around the center of gravity in the vehicle 2, in
other words, a turnability in the running direction of the
vehicle 2. That is, the arrows Y54 and Y55 with short lengths
indicate that stability is high, for example, shaking in straight
running is small and deflection during braking does not easily
occur.

The tire temperature control of this embodiment makes the
temperature control means 6 to cool the rear tires 4R such that
the rear tire temperature Tr becomes less than the front tire
temperature Tf. Accordingly, the normalized CP (Y52) of the
rear tires 4R after cooling is increased, compared with the
normalized CP (Y53) of the rear tires 4R where the tire
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temperature control is not performed. As a result, in the case
where the tire temperature control is performed (Y54), the
turn of the vehicle 2 does not easily occur compared with the
case where the tire temperature control is not performed
(Y55). This improves stability. Additionally, the temperature
control means 6 not only makes the rear tire temperature Tr
less than the front tire temperature Tf, but also makes the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT equal
to or more than the predetermined temperature difference Td.
This ensures sufficient stability of the vehicle 2.

For example, the predetermined temperature difference Td
of this embodiment may be determined based on a desired
stability factor. That is, a target value of the stability factor
may be preliminarily determined. Then, the predetermined
temperature difference Td may be determined based on the
front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr
before the tire temperature control is started. For example, as
illustrated in FIG. 14, correspondence relationships between
the rear tire temperature Tr and the stability factor for a
plurality of temperature differences between front and rear
tires AT may be preliminarily stored in the ECU 8. Then, the
most appropriate temperature difference between front and
rear tires AT may be selected as the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td to ensure the target stability factor. This
allows keeping the stability factor constant regardless of the
front tire temperature Tf.

Conventionally, a suspension, vehicle weight distribution,
and a similar parameter have been required to be changed in
order to change stability of the same vehicle. However, the
tire temperature control of this embodiment easily changes
vehicle performance without exchanging the components.

First Modification of the Second Embodiment

A first modification of the second embodiment will be
described. While in the above-described second embodiment,
cooling the rear tires 4R improves stability of the vehicle 2,
this modification differs from the above-described second
embodiment in that heating the front tires 4F improves sta-
bility. FIG. 16 is a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire
temperature control according to this modification. FIG. 17 is
a diagram illustrating effects of the tire temperature control
according to this modification.

Referring to FIG. 16, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 16 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S51, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or less than the predetermined temperature difference
Td. The ECU 8 performs the determination at step S51 based
on the detection result of the temperature sensor 7. As a result
of the determination, the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT is determined to be equal to or less than
the predetermined temperature difference Td (Yes in step
S51), the process proceeds to step S52. Otherwise, the pro-
cess repeats the determination at step S51 (No in step S51).

At step S52, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature TT is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. In the case where the front tire tem-
perature Tfis higher than the first predetermined temperature
Te, improvement of stability is hardly expected even if the
front tires 4F are heated. As a result of the determination at
step S52, in the case where the front tire temperature Tf is
determined to be equal to or less than the first predetermined
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temperature Tc (Yes in step S52), the process proceeds to step
S53. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step S51 (No in step
S52).

Atstep S53, the ECU 8 outputs a heating command for the
front tires 4F to the front wheel temperature control means 6F.
The front wheel temperature control means 6F heats the front
tires 4F based on the heating command.

At step S54, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or more than the predetermined temperature difter-
ence Td. As a result of the determination based on the detec-
tion result of the temperature sensor 7, in the case where the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
determined to be equal to or more than the predetermined
temperature difference Td (Yes in step S54), the process
proceeds to step S55. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step
S53 (No in step S54) to continue heating the front tire 4F.

At step S55, the ECU 8 terminates the heating. The ECU 8
commands the front wheel temperature control means 6F to
terminate the heating. The front wheel temperature control
means 6F terminates the heating of the front tires 4F based on
the command for termination of the heating. After step S55 is
performed, this control process terminates.

Referring to FIG. 17, advantageous effects of this modifi-
cation will be described. In FIG. 17, an arrow Y61 indicates
the normalized CP of the front tires 4F in the case where the
tire temperature control is not performed. An arrow Y62 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the front tires 4F after heating by
the tire temperature control of this modification. An arrow
Y63 indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R. Addi-
tionally, an arrow Y 64 indicates a turnability of the vehicle 2
in the case where the tire temperature control of this modifi-
cation is performed. An arrow Y65 indicates a turnability of
the vehicle 2 in the case where the tire temperature control is
not performed.

The tire temperature control of this modification heats the
front tires 4F such that the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT becomes equal to or more than the
predetermined temperature difference Td. Accordingly, the
normalized CP (Y62) of the front tires 4F after heating is
decreased, compared with the normalized CP (Y61) where
the tire temperature control is not performed. As a result, in
the case where the tire temperature control is performed
(Y64), stability of the vehicle 2 is improved compared with
the case where the tire temperature control is not performed
(Y65).

In the case where negative determination is made at step
S52, the tire temperature control may change into a control
that cool the rear tires 4R of the above-described second
embodiment (in FIG. 13). That is, heating the front tires 4F or
cooling the rear tires 4R may be selected based on the front
tire temperature Tf.

Second Modification of the Second Embodiment

A second modification of the second embodiment will be
described. This modification differs from the above-de-
scribed second embodiment and first modification of the sec-
ond embodiment in that heating the front tires 4F and cooling
the rear tires 4R improves stability of the vehicle 2. FIG. 18 is
a flowchart illustrating operations of the tire temperature
control according to this modification. FIG. 19 is a diagram
illustrating effects of the tire temperature control according to
this modification.

Referring to FIG. 18, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 18 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
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running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S61, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or less than the predetermined temperature difference
Td. As a result of the determination based on the detection
result of the temperature sensor 7, in the case where the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
determined to be equal to or less than the predetermined
temperature difference Td (Yes in step S61), the process
proceeds to step S62. Otherwise, the process repeats the
determination at step S61 (No in step S61).

At step S62, the ECU 8 outputs a heating command for the
fronttires 4F and a cooling command for the rear tires 4R. The
front wheel temperature control means 6F heats the front tires
4F based on the heating command while the rear wheel tem-
perature control means 6R cools the rear tires 4R based on the
cooling command.

Subsequently, at step S63, the ECU 8 determines whether
or not the temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is equal to or more than the predetermined temperature
difference Td. As a result of the determination, in the case
where the temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is determined to be equal to or more than the predeter-
mined temperature difference Td (Yes in step S63), the pro-
cess proceeds to step S64. Otherwise, the process proceeds to
step S66 (No in step S63).

At step S64, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the rear
tire temperature Tr is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. As a result of the determination, in the
case where the rear tire temperature Tr is determined to be
equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc
(Yes in step S64), the process proceeds to step S65. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to step S66 (No in step S64).

At step S65, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling and heating.
The front wheel temperature control means 6F terminates the
heating of the front tires 4F based on the command for termi-
nation of the heating while the rear wheel temperature control
means 6R terminates the cooling of the rear tires 4R based on
the command for termination of the cooling. After step S65 is
performed, this control process terminates.

At step S66, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature Tf is equal to or more than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. In the case where the front tire tem-
perature TT is equal to or more than the first predetermined
temperature Tc, improvement of stability of the vehicle 2 is
hardly expected even if the front tire temperature TT is
increased more. As a result of the determination at step S66,
in the case where the front tire temperature Tf is determined
to be equal to or more than the first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc (Yes in step S66), the process proceeds to step S67.
Otherwise, the process proceeds to step S62 (No in step S66).

At step S67, the ECU 8 outputs the termination command
for heating of the front tires 4F and the cooling command for
the rear tires 4R. The front wheel temperature control means
6F terminates the heating of the front tires 4F based on the
command for termination of the heating while the rear wheel
temperature control means 6R cools the rear tires 4R based on
the cooling command. After step S67 is performed, this con-
trol process proceeds to step S63.

Referring to FIG. 19, advantageous effects of this modifi-
cation will be described. In FIG. 19 an arrow Y71 indicates
the normalized CP ofthe front tires 4F after heating by the tire
temperature control of this modification. An arrow Y72 indi-
cates the normalized CP of the front tires 4F in the case where
the tire temperature control is not performed. An arrow Y73
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indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R after cooling
by the tire temperature control of this modification. An arrow
Y74 indicates the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R in the
case where the tire temperature control is not performed.
Additionally, an arrow Y75 indicates a turnability of the
vehicle 2 in the case where the tire temperature control of this
modification is performed. An arrow Y76 indicates a turnabil-
ity of the vehicle 2 in the case where the tire temperature
control is not performed.

The tire temperature control of this modification heats the
front tires 4F and cools the rear tires 4R such that the tem-
perature difference between front and rear tires AT becomes
equal to or more than the predetermined temperature difter-
ence Td. Accordingly, the normalized CP (Y71) of the front
tires 4F after heating is decreased, compared with the nor-
malized CP (Y72) where the tire temperature control is not
performed. The normalized CP (Y73) of therear tires 4R after
cooling is increased, compared with the normalized CP (Y74)
where the tire temperature control is not performed. As a
result, in the case where the tire temperature control is per-
formed (Y75), stability of the vehicle 2 is improved compared
with the case where the tire temperature control is not per-
formed (Y76). With this modification, heating the front tires
4F and cooling the rear tires 4R at the same time promptly
completes adjustment of the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT, thus allowing control of stability of the
vehicle 2 with good responsiveness.

Third Modification of the Second Embodiment

A third modification of the second embodiment will be
described. This modification is similar to the above-described
second modification of the second embodiment in that the tire
temperature control heats the front tires 4F and cools the rear
tires 4R to ensure stability of the vehicle 2. In contrast, this
modification differs from the second modification in that the
tire temperature control is performed during braking and
means for controlling the tire temperature is front-rear brak-
ing force distribution. FIG. 20 is a flowchart illustrating
operations of a tire temperature control according to this
modification. FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating effects of the
tire temperature control according to this modification.

In this modification, the temperature control means 6
adjusts proportion of the front-rear braking force distribution
to control the temperature of the tires 4. The front wheel
temperature control means 6F controls braking forces gener-
ated by braking devices of the left front wheel 3FL and the
right front wheel 3FR. For example, in the case where the
braking device is a hydraulic braking device, the front wheel
temperature control means 6F controls the braking force of
the front wheel 3F by adjusting hydraulic pressure supplied to
the braking device of the front wheel 3F. Similarly, the rear
wheel temperature control means 6R controls the braking
force of the rear wheel 3R by adjusting hydraulic pressure
supplied to the braking device of the rear wheel 3R. The ECU
8 determines distribution between the braking force of the
front wheel 3F and the braking force of the rear wheel 3R so
as to achieve the requested braking force for the vehicle 2
using the braking force of the front wheel 3F and the braking
force of the rear wheel 3R.

Referring to FIG. 20, the tire temperature control of this
modification will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 20 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. For example, this control process is repeatedly per-
formed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S71, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
vehicle 2 is in a braking state. The braking state includes a
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state where brake is operating in the vehicle 2 and a state
where braking is requested to the vehicle 2. For example, the
ECU 8 performs the determination at step S71 based on a
detection result of a sensor that detects driver’s operating
state for a brake pedal (not shown). This sensor may be, for
example, a sensor that detects a brake operation amount (a
pedal stroke or a pedal depressing force) or a switch that
detects a brake ON state. In the case where the detection result
of'the sensor indicating that brake is operating or the detection
result of the sensor indicating that braking is requested is
input, the ECU 8 makes affirmative determination at step S71.

The ECU 8 may also determine that the vehicle 2 is in a
braking state in the case where brake is operating in a running
control of the vehicle 2 or in the case where the braking force
is requested by the running control. As one example, in the
case where a follow-up control is performed on a preceding
vehicle in the vehicle 2, affirmative determination may be
made at step S71 if the braking force is requested based on a
distance from the preceding vehicle.

As a result of the determination at step S71, in the case
where the vehicle 2 is determined to be in a braking state (Yes
in step S71), the process proceeds to step S72. Otherwise, the
determination at step S71 is repeated (No in step S71).

At step S72, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or less than the predetermined temperature difference
Td. In the case where the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT is determined to be equal to or less than
the predetermined temperature difference Td based on the
detection result of the temperature sensor 7 (Yes in step S72),
the process proceeds to step S73. Otherwise, the determina-
tion at step S72 is repeated (No in step S72).

At step S73, the ECU 8 reduces the rear braking force in the
braking force distribution. The ECU 8 reduces the braking
force of the rear wheel 3R in the braking force distribution
while increasing the braking force of the front wheel 3F in the
braking force distribution. The ECU 8 outputs the target
braking force of the front wheel 3F after changing the braking
force distribution to the front wheel temperature control
means 6F while outputting the target braking force of the rear
wheel 3R to the rear wheel temperature control means 6R.
The front wheel temperature control means 6F controls
hydraulic pressure to be supplied to the braking device of the
front wheel 3F so as to achieve the target braking force of the
front wheel 3F obtained from the ECU 8. The rear wheel
temperature control means 6R controls the hydraulic pressure
to be supplied to the braking device of the rear wheel 3R so as
to achieve the target braking force of the rear wheel 3R
obtained from the ECU 8.

Increasing the braking force of the front tires 4F in the
braking force distribution so as to increasing load enhances
increase in front tire temperature Tf. Reducing the braking
force of the rear tires 4R in the braking force distribution so as
to reduce load reduces the rear tire temperature Tr.

Subsequently, at step S74, the ECU 8 determines whether
or not the temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is equal to or more than the predetermined temperature
difference Td. At step S74, it is determined whether or not a
sufficient temperature difference between front and rear tires
AT is generated by reducing the load on the rear tires 4R. As
a result of the determination, in the case where the tempera-
ture difference between front and rear tires AT is determined
to be equal to or more than the predetermined temperature
difference Td (Yes in step S74), the process proceeds to step
S75. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step S73 (No in step
S74).
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At step S75, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the rear
tire temperature Tr is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. As a result of the determination, in the
case where the rear tire temperature Tr is determined to be
equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc
(Yes in step S75), the process proceeds to step S76. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to step S73 (No in step S75).

At step S76, the ECU 8 terminates the control of the brak-
ing force distribution. The ECU 8 restores the front-rear brak-
ing force distribution to the predetermined braking force dis-
tribution. For example, the ECU 8 determines the target
braking forces of the front wheel 3F and the rear wheel 3R
based on the braking force distribution before the tire tem-
perature control of this modification started, and outputs the
respective target braking forces to the front wheel tempera-
ture control means 6F and the rear wheel temperature control
means 6R. After step S76 is performed, this control process
terminates.

Referring to FIG. 21, advantageous effects of this modifi-
cation will be described. In FIG. 21 the horizontal axis indi-
cates the tire temperature while the vertical axis indicates yaw
rate during braking. FIG. 21 illustrates yaw rate of the vehicle
2 when the vehicle 2 brakes in straight running. A reference
sign YR1 denotes the yaw rate in the case where the tire
temperature control is not performed, that is, in the case
where, for example, the front tire temperature Tf and the rear
tire temperature Tr are the same. A reference sign YR2
denotes the yaw rate after the tire temperature control is
performed with the braking force distribution of this modifi-
cation. The yaw rate YR2 in the case where the tire tempera-
ture control is performed is plotted with reference to the rear
tire temperature Tr. That is, the yaw rate YR1 and the yaw rate
YR2 have the same rear tire temperatures Tr and different
front tire temperatures Tf.

Asillustrated in FIG. 21, the tire temperature control of this
modification with the braking force distribution improves
stability of the vehicle 2 and reduces the yaw rate of the
vehicle 2 during braking.

The adjustment of the tire force for controlling the tire
temperature is not limited to distributing the braking forces.
For example, the tire temperature may be controlled by
adjusting the tire force using distributing the driving forces on
front-rear wheels. For example, the control may reduce the
rear braking force of the rear tires 4R in the braking force
distribution in the case where the control increases the front
tire temperature Tt or decreases the rear tire temperature Tr.

The tire temperature control by adjusting the braking force
distribution or the driving force distribution of the front-rear
wheels may be performed as means for controlling the tire
temperature in each of the embodiments and the modifica-
tions other than this modification.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment will be described by referring to FIG.
3, FIG. 14, and F1G. 22. In the third embodiment, like refer-
ence numerals designate corresponding or identical elements
to those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore
such elements will not be further elaborated here. FIG. 22 is
a flowchart illustrating operations of a tire temperature con-
trol according to this embodiment.

The vehicle performance includes, for example, fuel
economy and a stopping distance in addition to the maneu-
verability and the stability, which are described in each
embodiment. In these vehicle performances, one vehicle per-
formance is incompatible with another vehicle performance.
For example, improving one vehicle performance reduces the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26

other vehicle performance. When compensating such incom-
patibility, for example, by control at the vehicle side, it is
difficult to significantly reduce the incompatibility. In this
embodiment, the tire temperature control ensures the com-
patibility with the incompatible performances, and improves
total vehicle performance. The tire temperature control of this
embodiment allows, for example, a tire temperature control
that give priority to desired performance for each vehicle or
each type ofa vehicle, which is atechnique with a high degree
of freedom.

As described below, the tire temperature control that
improves maneuverability and the tire temperature control
that improves stability may have preferred tire temperatures
that conflicts with each other. From the aspect of improving
maneuverability, as described by referring to FIG. 3, the
normalized CP of the front tires 4F is preferred to be higher.
In other words, the lower front tire temperature Tf'is preferred
from the aspect of improving maneuverability. On the other
hand, from the aspect of improving stability, as described by
referring to FIG. 14, the stability factor is preferred to be
higher. That is, the normalized CP of the rear tires 4R is
preferred to be higher than the normalized CP of the front tire
4F. That is, decreasing the rear tire temperature Tr compared
with the front tire temperature Tfis preferred from the aspect
of improving stability. The first predetermined temperature
Tc related to the stability factor illustrated in FIG. 14 is a
value determined depending on a degree of change in nor-
malized CP with respect to temperature change. Thus, this
first predetermined temperature Tc may be the same tempera-
ture as the first predetermined temperature Tc illustrated in
FIG. 3.

In this embodiment, the tire temperature control is per-
formed to improve the compatibility between stability and
maneuverability. Specifically, the temperature control means
6 cools the front tires 4F and the rear tires 4R and controls the
tire temperature such that the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT becomes equal to or more than the
predetermined temperature difference Td. The predetermined
temperature difference Td is made to be a temperature differ-
ence required for ensuring stability of the vehicle 2.

Referring to FIG. 22, the tire temperature control of this
embodiment will be described. A control process illustrated
in FIG. 22 is repeatedly performed when the vehicle 2 is
running. This control process may be performed when the
vehicle 2 is stopped. For example, this control process is
repeatedly performed at a predetermined interval.

First, at step S81, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or less than the predetermined temperature difference
Td. The ECU 8 performs the determination at step S81 based
on the detection result of the temperature sensor 7. As a result
of the determination, in the case where the temperature dif-
ference between front and rear tires AT is determined to be
equal to or less than the predetermined temperature difference
Td (Yes in step S81), the process proceeds to step S82. Oth-
erwise, the process repeats the determination at step S81 (No
in step S81).

At step S82, the ECU 8 cools the front tires 4F and the rear
tires 4R. The ECU 8 commands the front wheel temperature
control means 6F and the rear wheel temperature control
means 6R to cool the tires 4. The front wheel temperature
control means 6F cools the front tires 4F based on the cooling
command while the rear wheel temperature control means 6R
co0ls the rear tires 4R based on the cooling command.

At step S83, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
equal to or more than the predetermined temperature difter-
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ence Td. As aresult ofthe determination, in the case where the
temperature difference between front and rear tires AT is
determined to be equal to or more than the predetermined
temperature difference Td (Yes in step S83), the process
proceeds to step S84. Otherwise, the process proceeds to step
S86 (No in step S83).

At step S84, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tire temperature TT is equal to or less than the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc. As a result of the determination, in the
case where the front tire temperature Tf is determined to be
equal to or less than the first predetermined temperature Tc
(Yes in step S84), the process proceeds to step S85. Other-
wise, the process proceeds to step S83 (No in step S84).

At step S85, the ECU 8 terminates the cooling. The ECU 8
commands the front wheel temperature control means 6F and
the rear wheel temperature control means 6R to terminate the
cooling. The front wheel temperature control means 6F ter-
minates the cooling of the front tires 4F based on the com-
mand for termination of the cooling while the rear wheel
temperature control means 6R terminates the cooling of the
rear tires 4R based on the command for termination of the
cooling. After step S85 is performed, this control process
terminates.

At step S86, the ECU 8 determines whether or not the front
tires 4F are excessively cooled with respect to the rear tires
4R. The ECU 8 performs the determination at step S86 based
on the temporal differentiation of the temperature difference
between front and rear tires AT. Excessive cooling of the front
tires 4F does not allow the temperature difference between
front and rear tires AT to be equal to or more than the prede-
termined temperature difference Td. As a result of the deter-
mination at step S86, in the case where the front tires 4F are
determined to be excessively cooled with respect to the rear
tires 4R (No in step S86), the process proceeds to step S87.
Otherwise, the process proceeds to step S83 (Yes in step S86).

At step S87, the ECU 8 reduces cooling power for the front
tires 4F and/or increases cooling power for the rear tires 4R.
The ECU 8 commands the front wheel temperature control
means 6F to reduce the cooling power and/or commands the
rear wheel temperature control means 6R to increase the
cooling power. After step S87 is performed, the process pro-
ceeds to step S83.

The tire temperature control of this embodiment cools both
of'the front tires 4F and the rear tires 4R. Decreasing the front
tire temperature TT improves controllability (turning perfor-
mance). The tire temperature control is performed such that
the temperature difference between front and rear tires AT
becomes equal to or more than the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td. This ensures running stability of the
vehicle 2. Thus, this embodiment ensures the compatibility
between stability and maneuverability of the vehicle 2.

The front tire temperature TT and the rear tire temperature
Tr that are targeted in the tire temperature control are not
limited to those described by referring to FIG. 22. For
example, the target tire temperature may be determined cor-
responding to performance with high priority such as stability
or maneuverability. This priority may be variable, for
example, corresponding to running environment, a running
mode, and a similar parameter. The running environment
includes, for example, slope of a runway, ambient tempera-
ture, a road surface temperature, weather, a curve, a highway,
and a similar parameter. The running mode includes, for
example, a fuel economy priority mode with high priority to
fuel economy, a sports mode that is appropriate for sports
running, and a similar mode.

In the case where maneuverability has high priority, the
front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr may
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be cooled to lower temperatures compared with the case
where maneuverability has low priority, or the predetermined
temperature difference Td may be decreased. In the case
where stability has high priority, the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td may be larger compared with the case
where stability has low priority.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment will be described by referring to FIG.
23 to FIG. 26. In the fourth embodiment, like reference
numerals designate corresponding or identical elements to
those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore such
elements will not be further elaborated here. This embodi-
ment performs the tire temperature control to ensure the com-
patibility between two performances of fuel economy and
stopping sight distance.

FIG. 23 is a graph illustrating a correspondence relation-
ship between a tire temperature and a rolling resistance coef-
ficient of the tires 4. FIG. 24 is a graph illustrating a corre-
spondence relationship between a tire temperature and a
friction coefficient of the tires 4. In FIG. 23, the horizontal
axis indicates the tire temperature while the vertical axis
indicates rolling resistance coefficient (RRC) of the tires 4.
The rolling resistance coefficient of the tires 4 affects fuel
economy of the vehicle 2. That is, FIG. 23 illustrates tem-
perature characteristics related to fuel economy of the vehicle
2. The rolling resistance coefficient decreases with increasing
the tire temperature. However, when the tire temperature
reaches equal to or more than a certain temperature, the
rolling resistance coefficient changes slightly with respect to
the increase in the tire temperature. A reference sign Tc2
denotes the second predetermined temperature as a boundary
between a third temperature region R3 and a fourth tempera-
ture region R4. In the third temperature region R3, influence
of the tire temperature with respect to the rolling resistance
coefficient is large. In the fourth temperature region R4, influ-
ence of the tire temperature with respect to the rolling resis-
tance coefficient is small. In the following description, the
second predetermined temperature Tc2 is also described as a
“predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2”.

The fuel economy of the vehicle 2 improves as the rolling
resistance coefficient becomes smaller. Thus, from the aspect
of improving the fuel economy, the temperature of the tires 4
is preferred to be higher. However, in the fourth temperature
region R4, the rolling resistance coefficient changes slightly
with respect to change in temperature of the tires 4. Thus,
improvement of the fuel economy is hardly expected even if
the tire temperature is increased exceeding the predetermined
temperature for fuel economy Tc2.

In FIG. 24, the horizontal axis indicates the tire tempera-
ture while the vertical axis indicates friction coefficient .
FIG. 24 illustrates a relationship between the tire temperature
and the friction coefficient p for different two types of tires.
FIG. 24 illustrates the temperature characteristics of the tires
4 related to the friction coefficient 1 of the tires 4. The friction
coefficient p of the tires 4 becomes largest in a sixth tempera-
ture region R6. In a fifth temperature region R5 at lower
temperature side than the sixth temperature region R6, the
friction coefficient p decreases with decreasing the tire tem-
perature. In a seventh temperature region R7 at higher tem-
perature side than the sixth temperature region R6, the fric-
tion coefficient p decreases with increasing the tire
temperature. A decreased amount (an amount of gradient) of
the friction coefficient pu with respect to increase by unit
temperature in the seventh temperature region R7 is smaller
than a decreased amount (an amount of gradient) of the fric-
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tion coefficient 1L A with respect to decrease by unit tempera-
ture in the fifth temperature region R5. That is, in the seventh
temperature region R7, the friction coefficient p is not
affected by the tire temperature as much as in the fifth tem-
perature region R5.

The stopping distance during braking becomes shorter as
the friction coefficient p becomes higher. Thus, setting the tire
temperature to a temperature in the sixth temperature region
R6 reduces the stopping sight distance. The temperature indi-
cated by the reference sign Tc3 is a third predetermined
temperature determined as an upper limit of the sixth tem-
perature region R6. In the following description, the third
predetermined temperature Tc3 is also described as a “pre-
determined temperature for stopping Tc3”.

In this embodiment, the ECU 8 performs the tire tempera-
ture control in the following three patterns.

(1) afirst pattern expressed by the predetermined temperature
for fuel economy Tc2>the predetermined temperature for
stopping Tc3

(2) a second pattern expressed by the predetermined tempera-
ture for fuel economy Tc2=the predetermined temperature
for stopping Tc3

(3) a third pattern expressed by the predetermined tempera-
ture for fuel economy Tc2<the predetermined temperature
for stopping Tc3

(First Pattern)

FIG. 25 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the first pattern. FIG. 25 illustrates the pre-
determined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
first pattern that is plotted in the graph of the rolling resistance
coefficient in FIG. 23. In the first pattern where the predeter-
mined temperature for fuel economy Tc2 is larger than the
predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3, the fourth tem-
perature region R4 where the fuel economy becomes best and
the sixth temperature region R6 where the stopping distance
can be short do not overlap each other. The ECU 8 sets the
target temperatures of the front tire temperature TT and the
rear tire temperature Tt to the predetermined temperature for
fuel economy Tc2 in the case of the first pattern. The ECU 8
controls the front wheel temperature control means 6F and
the rear wheel temperature control means 6R to make the
front tire temperature Tf and the rear tire temperature Tr to be
the predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2. This
improves fuel economy and ensures stopping distance per-
formance.

In the case where the stopping distance has high priority,
the front tire temperature Tf may be set to be the predeter-
mined temperature for stopping Tc3 and the rear tire tempera-
ture Tr may be set to the predetermined temperature for fuel
economy Tc2.

(Second Pattern)

In the second pattern where the predetermined temperature
for fuel economy Tc2 and the predetermined temperature for
stopping Tc3 approximate each other, the ECU 8 sets the
target temperatures of the front tire temperature TT and the
rear tire temperature Tt to the predetermined temperature for
fuel economy Tc2. This allows making the tire temperature to
be a temperature where both of the fuel economy perfor-
mance and the stopping distance performance are best. The
case where “the predetermined temperature for fuel economy
Tc2 and the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3
approximate each other” includes the case where the prede-
termined temperature for fuel economy Tc2 and the predeter-
mined temperature for stopping Tc3 are the same, and indi-
cates that the predetermined temperature for fuel economy
Tc2 is a value close to the predetermined temperature for
stopping Tc3.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

(Third Pattern)

FIG. 26 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the third pattern. FIG. 26 illustrates the pre-
determined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
third pattern plotted in FIG. 23. In the third pattern where the
predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2 is smaller
than the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3, the
fourth temperature region R4 where the fuel economy
becomes best and the sixth temperature region R6 where the
stopping distance can be short overlap each other. The ECU 8
sets the target temperatures of the front tire temperature TT
and the rear tire temperature Tr to the predetermined tempera-
ture for stopping Tc3. This ensures maximized fuel economy
and satisfactory stopping distance performance at the same
time.

In the first pattern to the third pattern of this embodiment,
the front tire temperature Tf may be equal to or less than the
first predetermined temperature Tc.

Fifth Embodiment

A fifth embodiment will be described by referring to FIG.
27 and FIG. 28. In the fifth embodiment, like reference
numerals designate corresponding or identical elements to
those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore such
elements will not be further elaborated here. In this embodi-
ment, the tire temperature control is performed to ensure the
compatibility between two performances of fuel economy
and stability in the vehicle 2.

As described by referring to FIG. 14, from the aspect of
improving stability, the stability factor is preferred to be
larger. That is, decreasing the rear tire temperature Tr with
respect to the front tire temperature TT is preferred from the
aspect of improving stability. It is preferred that the tire tem-
perature not be higher than the first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc. From the aspect of improving fuel economy, as
described by referring to FIG. 23, it is preferred to make the
temperature of the tires 4 higher is preferred, that is, it is
preferred to make the rolling resistance coefficient lower.

In this embodiment, the ECU 8 performs the tire tempera-
ture control in the following two patterns.

(1) a first pattern expressed by the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc>the predetermined temperature for fuel economy
Tc2

(2) a second pattern expressed by the first predetermined
temperature Tcsthe predetermined temperature for fuel
economy Tc2

(First Pattern)

FIG. 27 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the first pattern. FIG. 27 illustrates the first
predetermined temperature Tc in the case of the first pattern
plotted in FIG. 23. In the first pattern where the first prede-
termined temperature Tc is larger than the predetermined
temperature for fuel economy Tc2, the fourth temperature
region R4 where the fuel economy becomes best and the first
temperature region R1 where the stability can be improved
overlap each other. The ECU 8 sets the target value of the
front tire temperature Tf to the first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc, and sets the target value of the rear tire temperature Tr
to the predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2 or a
temperature lower than the first predetermined temperature
Tc by the predetermined temperature difference Td.

The target value of the rear tire temperature Tr may be set
to any of the temperatures, for example, depending on which
performances of fuel economy and stability has higher prior-
ity. Here, the temperature lower than the first predetermined
temperature Tc by the predetermined temperature difference
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Td is described as a rear tire temporary target temperature Ts.
The rear tire temporary target temperature Ts is expressed by
the following expression (1).

Ts=Tc-Td (€8]

For example, in the case where stability has high priority, if
the rear tire temporary target temperature Ts is the tempera-
ture Ts1 (see FIG. 27) lower than the predetermined tempera-
ture for fuel economy Tc2, this temperature Ts1 is set to be the
target temperature of the rear tires 4R. On the other hand, if
the rear tire temporary target temperature Ts is the tempera-
ture Ts2 (see FIG. 27) equal to or more than the predeter-
mined temperature for fuel economy Tc2, the predetermined
temperature for fuel economy Tc2 is set to the target tempera-
ture of the rear tires 4R. This makes the temperature differ-
ence between front and rear tires AT at least equal to or more
than the predetermined temperature difference Td so as to
ensure stability.

In contrast, in the case where fuel economy has high pri-
ority, if the rear tire temporary target temperature Ts is the
temperature Tsl, the predetermined temperature for fuel
economy Tc2 may be set to be the target temperature of the
rear tires 4R. If the rear tire temporary target temperature T's
is the temperature Ts2, this rear tire temporary target tem-
perature Ts2 may be set to the target temperature of the rear
tires 4R.

(Second Pattern)

FIG. 28 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the second pattern. FIG. 28 illustrates the first
predetermined temperature Tc in the case of the second pat-
tern plotted in FIG. 23. In the second pattern where the first
predetermined temperature Tc is equal to or less than the
predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2, the fourth
temperature region R4 where the fuel economy becomes best
and the first temperature region R1 where the stability can be
improved do not overlap each other. The ECU 8 sets the target
value ofthe front tire temperature Tfto the first predetermined
temperature Tc, and sets the target value of the rear tire
temperature Tr to the rear tire temporary target temperature
Ts. This ensures stability of the vehicle 2, and can ensure
better fuel economy.

Accordingly, the tire temperature control of this embodi-
ment can ensure better fuel economy while ensuring stability
by making the temperature difference between the front tires
4F and the rear tires 4R larger.

Sixth Embodiment

A sixth embodiment will be described by referring to FIG.
29 and FIG. 30. In the sixth embodiment, like reference
numerals designate corresponding or identical elements to
those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore such
elements will not be further elaborated here. In this embodi-
ment, the tire temperature control is performed to ensure the
compatibility between two performances of a stopping dis-
tance and stability.

As described by referring to FIG. 14, from the aspect of
improving stability, the stability factor is preferred to be
larger. That is, decreasing the rear tire temperature Tr with
respect to the front tire temperature TT is preferred from the
aspect of improving stability. It is preferred that the tire tem-
perature not be higher than the first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc. From the aspect of shortening a stopping distance, as
described by referring to FIG. 24, it is preferred that the tire
temperature be controlled to be in a temperature region where
the friction coefficient p is high.
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In this embodiment, the ECU 8 performs the tire tempera-

ture control in the following two patterns.
(1) a first pattern expressed by the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc>the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3
(2) a second pattern expressed by the first predetermined
temperature Tc=the predetermined temperature for stopping
Tc3

(First Pattern)

FIG. 29 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the first pattern. FIG. 29 illustrates the pre-
determined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
first pattern plotted in FIG. 14. In the first pattern where the
first predetermined temperature Tc is larger than the prede-
termined temperature for stopping Tc3, the first temperature
region R1 where the stability can be improved and the sixth
temperature region R6 where the stopping distance can be
short overlap each other. The first temperature region R1
extends to a high temperature side compared with the sixth
temperature region R6. The ECU 8 sets the target value of the
front tire temperature Tfto the predetermined temperature for
stopping Tc3, and sets the target value of the rear tire tem-
perature Tr to a temperature lower than the predetermined
temperature for stopping Tc3 by the predetermined tempera-
ture difference Td. This ensures maximum compatibility
between stopping distance performance and stability of the
vehicle 2.

(Second Pattern)

FIG. 30 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the second pattern. FIG. 30 illustrates the
predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
second pattern plotted in FIG. 14. In the second pattern where
the first predetermined temperature Tc is equal to or less than
the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3, the first
temperature region R1 where the stability can be improved
and the sixth temperature region R6 where the stopping dis-
tance can be short overlap each other. The sixth temperature
region R6 extends to a high temperature side compared with
the first temperature region R1. The ECU 8 sets the target
value of the front tire temperature Tfto the first predetermined
temperature Tc, and sets the target value of the rear tire
temperature Tr to the rear tire temporary target temperature
Ts. This ensures maximum compatibility between stopping
distance performance and stability of the vehicle 2.

Seventh Embodiment

A seventh embodiment will be described by referring to
FIG. 31 and FIG. 32. In the seventh embodiment, like refer-
ence numerals designate corresponding or identical elements
to those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore
such elements will not be further elaborated here. In this
embodiment, the tire temperature control is performed to
ensure the compatibility between two performances of a stop-
ping distance and maneuverability.

As described by referring to FIG. 3, from the aspect of
improving maneuverability, the normalized CP of the front
tires 4F is preferred to be higher. From the aspect of shorten-
ing a stopping distance, as described by referring to FIG. 24,
it is preferred that the tire temperature be controlled to be in a
temperature region where the friction coefficient p is high.

In this embodiment, the ECU 8 performs the tire tempera-

ture control in the following two patterns.
(1) a first pattern expressed by the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc>the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3
(2) a second pattern expressed by the first predetermined
temperature Tc=the predetermined temperature for stopping
Tc3
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(First Pattern)

FIG. 31 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the first pattern. FIG. 31 illustrates the pre-
determined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
first pattern plotted in FIG. 3. Here, the characteristics of the
tire B are omitted. In the first pattern where the first predeter-
mined temperature Tc is larger than the predetermined tem-
perature for stopping Tc3, the first temperature region R1
where the maneuverability can be improved and the sixth
temperature region R6 where the stopping distance can be
short overlap each other. The first temperature region R1
extends to a high temperature side compared with the sixth
temperature region R6. The ECU 8 sets both the target values
of'the front tire temperature Tt and the rear tire temperature Tr
to the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3. This
ensures maximum compatibility between improved maneu-
verability and shortened stopping distance.

(Second Pattern)

FIG. 32 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the second pattern. FIG. 32 illustrates the
predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3 in the case of the
second pattern plotted in FIG. 3. In the second pattern where
the first predetermined temperature Tc is equal to or less than
the predetermined temperature for stopping Tc3, the first
temperature region R1 where the maneuverability can be
improved and the sixth temperature region R6 where the
stopping distance can be short overlap each other. The sixth
temperature region R6 extends to a high temperature side
compared with the first temperature region R1. The ECU 8
sets both the target values of the front tire temperature Tf and
the rear tire temperature Tr to the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc. This ensures maximum compatibility between
improved maneuverability and shortened stopping distance.

Eighth Embodiment

An eighth embodiment will be described by referring to
FIG. 33 and FIG. 34. In the eighth embodiment, like reference
numerals designate corresponding or identical elements to
those of the above-described embodiment, and therefore such
elements will not be further elaborated here. In this embodi-
ment, the tire temperature control is performed to ensure the
compatibility between two performances of fuel economy
and maneuverability of the vehicle 2.

As described by referring to FIG. 3, from the aspect of
improving maneuverability, the normalized CP of the front
tires 4F is preferred to be higher. From the aspect of improv-
ing fuel economy, as described by referring to FIG. 23, the
temperature of the tires 4 is preferred to be higher.

In this embodiment, the ECU 8 performs the tire tempera-
ture control in the following two patterns.

(1) a first pattern expressed by the first predetermined tem-
perature Tc>the predetermined temperature for fuel economy
Tc2

(2) a second pattern expressed by the first predetermined
temperature Tcsthe predetermined temperature for fuel
economy Tc2

(First Pattern)

FIG. 33 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the first pattern. FIG. 33 illustrates the first
predetermined temperature Tc in the case of the first pattern
plotted in FIG. 23. In the first pattern where the first prede-
termined temperature Tc is larger than the predetermined
temperature for fuel economy Tc2, the fourth temperature
region R4 where the fuel economy becomes best and the first
temperature region R1 where the maneuverability can be
improved by the tire temperature control overlap each other.
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The ECU 8 sets both the target values of the front tire tem-
perature T and the rear tire temperature Tr to the predeter-
mined temperature for fuel economy Tc2. This ensures maxi-
mum compatibility between improved maneuverability and
improved fuel economy. The target value of the rear tire
temperature Tr may be set to the first predetermined tempera-
ture Tc.

(Second Pattern)

FIG. 34 is a graph illustrating respective predetermined
temperatures of the second pattern. FIG. 34 illustrates the first
predetermined temperature Tc in the case of the second pat-
tern plotted in FIG. 23. In the second pattern where the first
predetermined temperature Tc is equal to or less than the
predetermined temperature for fuel economy Tc2, the fourth
temperature region R4 where the fuel economy becomes best
and the first temperature region R1 where the stability can be
improved by the tire temperature control do not overlap each
other. The ECU 8 sets the target value of the front tire tem-
perature Tf'to the first predetermined temperature Tc, and sets
the target value of the rear tire temperature Tr to the prede-
termined temperature for fuel economy Tc2. This increases
the normalized CP of'the front tires 4F to improve maneuver-
ability, and also decreases the rolling resistance coefficient of
the rear tires 4R to improve fuel economy.

The matters that are disclosed in the respective embodi-
ments described above may be combined as necessary.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the tire temperature control device
according to the present invention is appropriate for improv-
ing running performance of the vehicle.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1-1 tire temperature control device

2 vehicle

3 wheel

4 tire

6 temperature control means

7 temperature sensor

8 ECU

Tf front tire temperature

Tr rear tire temperature

Tc first predetermined temperature

Tc2 second predetermined temperature
Tc3 third predetermined temperature

Td predetermined temperature difference
AT temperature difference between front and rear tires

The invention claimed is:

1. A tire temperature control device comprising:

A temperature control unit configured to control at least
one of a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire
temperature of a rear wheel based on a temperature
difference between the tire temperature of the front
wheel and the tire temperature of the rear wheel of a
vehicle, wherein

the temperature control unit is configured to make the tire
temperature of the rear wheel less than the tire tempera-
ture of the front wheel,

in a case where a first predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a second
predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a fuel economy of
the vehicle, the temperature control unit makes the tire
temperature of the front wheel to be the first predeter-
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mined temperature and also makes the tire temperature
of the rear wheel to be the second predetermined tem-
perature or a temperature lower than the first predeter-
mined temperature by a predetermined temperature dif-
ference, and

in a case where the first predetermined temperature is equal
to or less than the second predetermined temperature,
the temperature control unit makes the tire temperature
of' the front wheel to be the first predetermined tempera-
ture, and also makes the tire temperature of the rear
wheel to be the temperature lower than the first prede-
termined temperature by the predetermined temperature
difference.

2. A tire temperature control device comprising:

atemperature control unit configured to control at least one
of a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire tempera-
ture of a rear wheel based on a temperature difference
between the tire temperature of the front wheel and the
tire temperature of the rear wheel of a vehicle, wherein

the temperature control unit is configured to make the tire
temperature of the rear wheel less than the tire tempera-
ture of the front wheel,

in a case where a first predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a third
predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a friction coeffi-
cient, the temperature control unit makes the tire tem-
perature of the front wheel to be the third predetermined
temperature and also makes the tire temperature of the
rear wheel to be a temperature lower than the third
predetermined temperature by a predetermined tem-
perature difference, and

in a case where the first predetermined temperature is equal
to or less than the third predetermined temperature, the
temperature control unit makes the tire temperature of
the front wheel to be the first predetermined temperature
and also makes the tire temperature of the rear wheel to
be the temperature lower than the first predetermined
temperature by the predetermined temperature differ-
ence.

3. A tire temperature control device comprising:

atemperature control unit configured to control at least one
of a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire tempera-
ture of a rear wheel based on a temperature difference
between the tire temperature of the front wheel and the
tire temperature of the rear wheel of a vehicle, wherein

in a case where a first predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a third
predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a friction coeffi-
cient, the temperature control unit makes the tire tem-
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peratures of the front wheel and the rear wheel to be the
third predetermined temperature, and

in a case where the first predetermined temperature is equal
to or less than the third predetermined temperature, the
temperature control unit makes the tire temperatures of
the front wheel and the rear wheel to be the first prede-
termined temperature.

4. A tire temperature control device comprising:

atemperature control unit configured to control at least one
of a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire tempera-
ture of a rear wheel based on a temperature difference
between the tire temperature of the front wheel and the
tire temperature of the rear wheel of a vehicle, wherein

in a case where a first predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to maneuverability of the vehicle is higher than a second
predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a fuel economy of
the vehicle, the temperature control unit makes the tire
temperatures of the front wheel and the rear wheel to be
the second predetermined temperature, and

in a case where the first predetermined temperature is equal
to or less than the second predetermined temperature,
the temperature control unit makes the tire temperature
of the front wheel to be the first predetermined tempera-
ture and also makes the tire temperature of the rear wheel
to be the second predetermined temperature.

5. A tire temperature control device comprising:

atemperature control unit configured to control at least one
of a tire temperature of a front wheel and a tire tempera-
ture of a rear wheel based on a temperature difference
between the tire temperature of the front wheel and the
tire temperature of the rear wheel of a vehicle, wherein

in a case where a second predetermined temperature that is
based on a temperature characteristic of the tire related
to a fuel economy of the vehicle is higher than a third
predetermined temperature that is based on a tempera-
ture characteristic of the tire related to a friction coeffi-
cient, the temperature control unit makes the tire tem-
perature of the front wheel to be the second
predetermined temperature or the third predetermined
temperature, and also makes the tire temperature of the
rear wheel to be the second predetermined temperature,

in a case where the second predetermined temperature
approximates the third predetermined temperature, the
temperature control unit makes the tire temperatures of
the front wheel and the rear wheel to be the second
predetermined temperature, and

in a case where the second predetermined temperature is
lower than the third predetermined temperature, the tem-
perature control unit makes the tire temperatures of the
front wheel and the rear wheel to be the third predeter-
mined temperature.
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